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TRANSCRIPT OF LETTER WRITTEN FROM ISATAH DECKER TO HIS FATHER, PETER DECKLE
DURING THE CIVIL WAR i

Camp Woods Jan 15th Hart County Kentucky

Dear Father I tske my pen in hand to let ycu know that I am well at present and

hoping these few lines will find you all well I was laying around ﬁith the mumps a
couple of weeks but I am all right now we are Still at Mumfordsville Green River

we are expecting a battle here every day but we are ready at any time o0ld Buckner

Sent up a flag of truce and Said he would give us five days to leave or he would

make us leave but the five days has run ashore but no Buckner come and Monday he

Sent word for all the women and children to leave town but he never come we are
throwing up Entrenchments on the other Side of the river I dont know how long we

will Stay here but it is our orders to be in New orleans imn thirty days but the

Sooner the better we are all anxious to get away from here the bridg is finished acros:
this river but the rail road is tore up clear to Bolin green which will take us a long
time to mend up the dammed Rebles tares up things and we have to fix them up we have
got new rifles we will make the rebles get they are well drilled on a run for they hav.
experienced it So often that they no exactly when to start we got our dingbats
vesterday and I Sent $20.00 home the Fulton boys Sent their money by Express to
Chambersburg to James Wishart and he will distribute it around you will get mine in
ten or twelve days the weather has been very wet and rainy ever Since the lst of
Jenuary it Snowed Monday night about 2 inches and now it is raining now it is dinner
there come a box from the valley and we got lots of roasted chicken bread Butter
cakes Sausages we had a nice dinner and lots left Bully for the valley girls I will
have to Bring my Scribbling to a close for this time for I have eat So much chicken
that I dont feell inclined to writfie any more this time for the paper is poor any(way)
my best respect Isaiah Decker

Peter Decker

Direct to camp Wood Hart
county Ky 77 reg Pa col
Stumbaugh in care of capt

H. 8. Wishart
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TRANSCRIPT OF LETTER WRITTEN FROM ISATAH DECKER TO HIS FATHER, PETER DECKER
DURING THE CIVIL WAR ;

Camp Wood Feb 11lth 1862

Dear father 1 take my pen in hand to inform you that I am well and hoping
these few lines will find you enjoying the same Blessing we are Still here
in our old camp at Mumfordsvill Green river I dont think we will stay here
much longer for the Bacon Creek troops has moved down across the rivér
yesterday there was 16,000 crossed three batterys thé railroad bridge is
fixed So that herses and wagons crosses it is 118 feet high the entrenchments
is finished they are 1% long every thing is ready for moving here but the
tunnel of the railroad is blowed shut by the rebles tomorow morning we
will commence to lay a track aroumd it is about 5 miles from here there is
a reble camp 8 miles of this only 18,000 but that wont make us a breakfast
bite but there is a good lot of them at bolin Green Gen Johnson and Gen
Buckner is there we have a Johnson here in our advance they are brothers
fighting against one another they have a Gen Critenden and we have a Gen
Critenden Brothers but it 1s expected by our head men that we will get in
one of the Bloodys fights that ever went off in America and that is at
Bolin Green we are preparing for marchig now for I hear the officers a
going around through the camp hunting all the boys that is not able to go
in ranks to send them to Louisville for we are only 40 miles from Bolin
Green but we are the boys that has got the vinegar to try them a rip

there was a victory won by an expedition they took fort henry the fort

on the Tenesee river .the weather here looks more like winter now than

any time yet there was a snow last night about 2 inches deep we get

fresh bread every day we have a bakery in every reg fresh pork an beef

potatoes beanes mollases coffe we got a box of provisions from that



PAGE 2 LETTER FROM CAMP WOOD FEB 11TH 1862

county and we are very thankful to the friend and them that had hand in it
for their kindness toward us I am very well sadisfied here better than if
at home it just suits me to run round I will have to bring my scribling to
a close it may be that I will have some things of more importance to
write the next time if you write Direct to the same place if we move the

letter will follow
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March 10th 1862
Camp Andy Johnston Davison County Tennesse

Dear father
I take my pen in hand to let you know that I am well at

present and hoping these few lines will find you all
enjoying the spfe Blessing I received a letter from you
and Mr. Fohner yesterday so as I have not much to do this
afternoon I would write a few lines in reply to it well I
suppose you would like to know how we are getting along we
are getting along firstrate we have had a considerable
march since I last wrote home we are 4 miles below
Nashville Tenn 120 miles from Green River we left there
the 14 of Feb we have been here since the 3rd I dont
know how long we will stay here the rebles never made any
stand at Bolin Green or at Nashville their force is 20
miles from here  they are at Mumfordsboroug = they say they
intend to make a stand they had seven forts and lots of
breastworks the most magnificent thing I ever seen but
there is some rebel cavalry around here they took 4 of the
Indiana boys a standing on picket last Friday night and they
have shot some of our provost guard in town and yesterday
morning about 7 oclock as it was Sunday we generally have a
midling hard day

there was some Rebel cavalry come up and attacked our
pickets the 1st Wisconsin reg there being only about ten
in the sguad but they soon ralleyed together and give the
alarm in camp I was out laying and G. W. Houser in the
wagon yet the long role begun and the boys was took out in
double quick but before we got there they had left but we
followed after them about 5 miles over hills and rocks but
we did not get sight of the Devils but we took 2 prisoners
and giiled & of them they wounded z of our mon mortally
I have nov hecid wether they are dead yet ¢r not we the 77
[PA 77th Inf.] did not see the dead rebles but we seen the
blood where where [sic] they fell Bully for them the
prisoners say thely] only intend to fight us one time more
and that is when they all get together and then they intend
to fight till they are all killed I glory in their spunk
I thing[k] Rebeldom will soon go up the spout we [partly
erased?] all the boys is well and in good heart we have
plenty of clothes and plenty to eat fresh bread evry day
so we would not call the king our unkle Bully for us SO
no more at present

Isaiah Decker
To Peter Decker
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TRANSCRIPT OF LETTER WRITTEN FROM ISAIAH DECKER TO HIS FATHER, PETER DECKER
DURING THE CIVIL WAR

Camp Shiloh Tennesse River April 13th 1862

Dear father I take my pen in hand to let you know that I am well at present and
hoping these few lines will find you all the Same we are now camped 7 miles up the

o
Tennesse ~*Y&T from

Savannah at the Pittsburg landings and also on the battle grounds
of the 6th and 7th which I supose you have heard of before this time we left Columbia
on the lst of the month and marched on 6 days in succession until we reached this
place the distance of 90 miles on Sunday last we was 24 miles of Savannah and we
Started about 6 oclock and Soon we heard canonading and about 12oclock we got orders
to leave our wagons and take three days rations with us and we was 14 miles off
Savannah we went on and got there about 8 Oclock and layed there till 4 Oclock in the
morning and got on the boats and went up the river and was ready to go into battle till
8 the rebels formed their line of battle on Saturday night and on Sunday morning they
mad(e) an attact and come in our camps and drove our men out and killing the Sick and
driving our men back they fought all day Sunday and mearly drove our men back until
nearly night when our men begin to get reinforcement and the gunboats begun to play
on them midling keen and they Stoped it till morning and against that time Gen Buell's
army was there and we commenced playing on them monday morning and it was not long
till we took'6 of their batteries they played on all day Sometimes giving back and
forward Such cannonading and reports of muskets made onme continual roar till about

3 Oclock they got up howling and left the dead men was allmost inumerable you could
not walk ten steps without Steping over the dead I Seen places where you could Stand
Still and count 50 dead rebles I seen 300 piled on one pile they are not all burried
yet we have not heard the true amount of the killed and wounded their loss is heavy
they have calculated their 5 to our one they are now about 16 miles from here they
are at Corrinth where they intend to give us another rip our teams has not come up
yet as soon as they come we will move on down on them we have a midling heavy force
here now there was only 8 wounded in our regiment two or three midling Serious two of

our company Thomas McElwell from Huntingdon was shot through the breast we have not



Page 2 Letter from Camp Shiloh

heard wether he is dead or not yet and one from Mercersburg was éhot‘in the hand
all of our boys is well that went from (These?)part of the county I will have to

close fro this time give my best respects to all inquiring friends

Peter Decker I Decker

Direct to McKooks Division
company F 77 Reg Pa vol

Tennessee

ANSWER SOON
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Camp Corrinth June 6th 1862 Mississippi

Dear father :

I take my pen in hand to let you know that I am well at present and hoping these few
lines will find you all well well now I will tell you where we are now we are
camped one mile of Corrinth I can not tell how long we will be here we moved our
camp here yesterday we have been in Corrinth a couple of days a fixing up things I
suppose you have allready heard that the rebels has left here for some other Seaport
but wher they are going to try to make anothe Stand I dont know and I dont think they
do themselves we have the railroad in our possession here we have 6 or 7 engines
running I dont know how many cars it is reported that we will be left here to take
charg of this place Gen McCooks Division Some of our Generals is Still following on
after them the rebles left this town in a Sad looking condition burning all their
commisary Stores and hauled all their waggons carriages together and burned them

the women and children all left and now they are coming back carrying their goods on
their backs well thats enough on that Subject Captain Wishart has returned back to
us again bully for him we was paid off last week for 4 month &40 dollars will be Sent
home to you from Washington it will be sent to Alexander in Wells Vally and he will
send it to you I dont know how soon it will reach there it may not be there for 6
weeks and then it might be there in 2 but as soon as you get it I want you to let me
know I Suppose it will Soon be harvest now there is no grain in this part of the
country there is not any cleared land here and what little there is camps on I dont
think that T will harvest any this harvest there is enough of poor peopl that is

afraid to soldier to do all the harvesting this year unkle

Sam pays us the cash for eating and sleeping and drinking lemonade so what is the

use working you need not think that I was drunk while I was writing this being I

mised one line it was done in a mistake I had the paper doubled the weather here is
midling warm and pleasant all of our boys is well and in good spirits I have nothing
strange to write this time perhaps we will know where and what we will have to do in

a day or two the girls will have to get along the best way they cant till we get back
and live in hope if they do die in dispair I will have to bring my Scribling to a cleose
give my best Respect to Mr Fohner(?) and all inquiring friends

answer if you please

Isaiah Decker
To
Peter Decker
Direct to
CcCooks Division 5th Brigade WHERE LIBERTY DWELLS

77 reg Pa Vol Company F Mississippi R
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COMP F 77 Regt P. V. Dec. 11th 1862

Dear father
I Seat myself this morning to pen a few lines to you as I have not much to ao.

I am well at present and hopiné when these few lines reaches you they may find you
all well I have not anything of any importance to write this time we are

Still camped near Nashville we are 4 miles South of it we moved our camp one
mile back toward town the reason for this I can not tell the Secesh is all
around  they itried to Shell Gen Sherdens‘camp on the right of us but they did

not get much done it is reported they have 60,000 I Supvose they have there
camp principaly at Murfreesboro we run them out of Laverne 8 miles from here a
few days Since but they returned again but we burnt the Town when we left  we have
a Strong picket guard on we are expecting an attack here evry day we have to be
up at 4 oclock in the morning and Stand in the Streeset with our arms in readiness

W

m

have to forage all of our feed for our teams there was 16 teams captured a
couple days age the(y) got around them and took them hooping  they killed Some

L or 5 men and Some mules but the rest got out  the weather at present is favorable
but midling cold we had a fine little Snow a few Gays ago and we have Some on

the ground yet  our accomodations is very nice and comfortable now for Soldering

I am as well contented as ever but I am beginning to think it Soon time the war was
over butv the way things is working it does not appear any nearer than when it

first begun, I Regg(rECBived) a letter from you about 2 Weeks ago and answered it
wether you got it I can not tell there is & good many letters lost I have run
out of postage Stamps and there is no Such a thing as getting them here now for love
or money I will be under a thousand obligations to you by Sending me 50cts worth
if you can get them without much trouble I will let you know that all the rest of
our boys is well that come from there So no more at present My best wishes to

you all Isaiah Decker
Peter Decker
Answer if you pleas

Directions are
Comp F 77 Regt
P. V. 5th Brigade
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TRANSCRIPT OF LETTER WRITTEN FROM ISAIAH DECKER TO HIS FATHER, PETER DECKER,
DURING THE CICIL WAR

Camp Near Murfreesboro Tenn Jan 9th 1863

Dear father I take my pen in hand this morning to let you know that I am in the
land among the living and hoping when these few lines reaches you they may find you
all well I will now tell you that we had a hard battle here close Nashville the day
after Christmast and drove them back within 1) miles of Murfreesboro the battle
cormenced on the 30st and the morning of the 31 our regiment was on picket we was
attacked on the line the troops was laying in lines of battle but the rebles broke’
on us about daylight in Such a heavy force of our right wing we was on the right
our regiment was the first fired on the Secesh come So heavy on us that we was
compeled to fall baktc they throwed their force on our right that we was compeled
to fall back about 1’5 miles while the left nearly held their position the loss on
both Sides was midling heavy the loss of our regiment was about 80 killed wounded
and-missing our colonel was wounded and died the next day they drove us back till
about 10 oclock when we got our line formed on the brow of a hill where we held
our position and fought them five davs when they left where they intend to give us
another fight I can not tell we are now 4 miles South of Murfreesboro we could not
follow them up on the account of rations the rail road is tore up between Louisville
and (Town name unreadable) and the water is not raised Enough to run boats we have
not got any mail for nearly 2 weeks I dont know wether our letters will go through or
not therefore I will not write much this time the loss of our company there is but 2 :
gone but what we can account for and that is Milton Horton and Randel Childers from the
valley perhaps tthey was taken prisoner there was 2 taken prisoner one from Adams county
and one from Bedford 2 wounded William Bivens got his left forefinger Shot off he
Said that he did not get it out of the way of the ball in time George Heavner of
Bedford County was wounded in the knee but not Seriously that is about all our
Brigadier Gen was wounded I will close for this time for it is getting dark Excuse
bad writing for I done it in a big hurry from Isaiah Decker
To Peter Decker
Directions are 2nd Division
77 Rept B.V,
Camp F Tenn
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TRANSCRIPT OF LETTER WRITTEN FROM ISAIAH DECKER TO HIS FATHER, PETER DECKER,
DURING THE CIVIL WAR

Camp Sill Feb 6th 1863

Dear father With due respect that I owe to you I this morning I take my pen in hand
once more to answer a few lines received from you- last night which gave me the
Satisfaction of hearing that you was all well I am well and as hearty as Ever I
was in my life I received your letter Some time Since with them Postage Stamps you
need not Send any more now for I was at Nashville and got Some the talk is that we
will be paid Soon and then the Setters will have ; Supply on hand there is nothing
Strange going on here now we have our rations to haul from Nashville yet the Secesh
is Sticking around here yet I can not tell when we will move from here we have lots
of picket duty to perform and we are building fortifications around Murfreesboro
the weather is cold here now Snowing and Sleeting nearly every day there is not
much prospects of the war Ending verry Soon for there is too many Breckenridge
Democrats in the North aiding and giving Encouragement to the South and money
making Generals they wont work together while the South rich and poor young and old
throw Everything down and go into it with all their might and leave their niggers on
their farms to raise provisions to carry on their army I think if we can get the
infernal niggers from them we can get them Starved to death and the traitors of the
North all hung about the drafted men not reporting themselves they ought (to)
Send Enough (men) to make them go and Evry man fhat.Said any thing against to
Shout them down on the Spot I would like to be one to go through the north on that
business for I would just as Soon Shoot a traitor as a grey back in the Southb
bully for McConnellsburg and the Editor and all the rest I Say hang the Sons of ~><
I will close for this time My Best Respects to all whom may inquire and Except
a portion for yourself

Isaiah Decker

Peter Decker

Camp F 77 Regt P.V.
2nd Brigade 2nd Division

Tenn
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TRANSCRIPT OF LETTER WRITTEN FROM ISATAH DECKER TO HIS FATHER, PETER DECKER,
DURING THE CIVIL WAR

Newbern North Carolina March the 11 1863

Dear father it is with pleasure that I Seat myself down to drop a few lines to you
to let you know how I am getting along I am tolerable well at this present time only
I have a middling bad cold and cough now I must tell you of our reconoitering excursion
we Started out from Newbern on last friday morning and Struck in the direction of
Trenton and traveled the the distance of twenty miles and there we encamped in a
field within eight miles of trenton and the next morning we was to march out to
Trenton and and to attack them there in the morning we loaded our guns and Started
leaving our knapsacks in care of a guard and we marched within abouf 2 miles of the
place and then we was halted and the cavelry went on to trenton and the rebels had
left they heard that the malitia was a coming and they thought they would better be

a leaving bully for them they Just saved their bacon and then we turned around and
marched back to our knapsacks that making a distance of twelve miles and then we made
coffee and eat our diner and then we Started in the direction of Jacksonville and
marched ten miles yet that after noon and then we layed down in an open field after
making some coffee and Some refreshments that making us a distamce of twenty two
miles that day and then we lye down on the ground and Slept there until morning or
Spread our dog tents down and layed on them and on the next morning it being Sunday
morning we layed around until about ten Oclock and then we Started on our rout towards
Jacksonville and leaving our knapsacks we marched on about the distance of about
fifteen miles and there our cavalry had taken Six rebel cgvalry five privates and a
lieutenant but some think he is a Colonel what made them think he was a golonel they
took a negro and put him in with the rebels and the negro Said to him Col how did

you get here and it being very thick there with Small pines and there we was marched
out in the woods and then we killed a beef one for each Reg and cut it up in Small
pieces and Stuck it on Sticks and held it to the fire and roasted it and then we
crawled up together and Slept having no over coats or blankets along but there was
lots of leaves and we Slept firstrate and in the morning about 10 Oclock we Started
back again towards our knapsacks for Some Said that the rebels had left Jacksonville
(The rest of this letter is torn off)
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THE FOLLOWING IS A LETTER WRITTEN BY ISAIAH DECKER TO HIS
FATHER, PETER DECXER, AND HIS BROTHER, WILLIAM DECKER DURING
THE CIVIL WAR

Camp Fortifications——-——-
Murfreesboro, Tenn
March 23rd 1863

Well and respected father I take my (pen} in hand once
more to reply to yocur nocf welcomed letter which come to
hand yesterday I am well and hearty I was 1oad1 1§ ground
on wagons this forenoon “we are still worklﬂg here Steady 4
houres a day the whole army is Still here we are
expecting an attact here evry day they made a dash on our
pickets and drove them in Satur day morning we run out a few
pieces of artillery they soon left here is the place we
want: them to come you Said the tazlk was of another draft I
expect the conscript business will Soon Commence the sooner
the better we have not army enough to hold our position and
keep them Son's of h from getting in our rear and
cutting of (£) our Supplies about the money matter you
wanted to know about I hardiy know what tec say if you see a
good chance of putting Some in Safe hands I don't care 1
woulé like to know who it is that Says that government money
will not be worth anv thing after the war is over I hope
they have not give up yet that the South will gain their
independence 1 have not give up yet nor I do not think they
ever will gain it if the government is broken up and money
worthless then I wanf out of the united States of America I
beiieve the(y) will be united again and that before long
you Spoke about peace it does not look much like it now if
it is made Soon it will be very likely to be made with a
disgraceful Cocmpromise we would like to hear of peace as
well as any body but we want an honorable peace Oor none we

would rather Light them i1l H 1] freeses over and then give
them &2 turn on the ice I will close for this time Scon 1
have very poor accomodations for wrlflﬂg I expect it will
WOrk vou o read it sc no more this time

from Isziah Decker
to Peter Decker

William Dear Brother

I received your few lines a week or twc ago I was glad
to hear that you had evry thing all right wvet it is not
worth while I Suppcse of me giving you anv advice I Suppose
you are a good boy like I used to be 1if it Should be when
the door is shut and the light gone out and in bed asleep
you will have to plcugh for pap this Sprinag I expect you
will be tig enough for a soldier let me know wether vou run
the girls any vet if vou do try and tend fo them rlgﬁf ¥
wiil Send you a valentine to give tc one and tell her it
Come from Murfreesporo Tenn 1 will Close for this time if
you cant. read this bring it down to me Some night and I will
read it for you isaiah Decker

Camg F- 77 Regt PV
znd Divisicn
Murfreesboro Tenn
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LETTER FROM ISATAH DECKER TO HIS FATHER, PETER DECKER DURING THE CIVIL WAR

Murfreesboro
Camp at Fortifications Tenn April 23, 1863

Dear father and Mother I once more take the opportunity of writing a few lines again
I received your letter about a week since it found me well and hearty hoping these
few lines may find you all the same when they come to hande I have nothing much to
write this time evry thing has become an old thing to us here we are Still working
on the forts here we have to work 8 houres a day I like the job very well we had to
move our camp a couple days ago we are now commencing work where the camp was some
part of our army is gonme out on a Scout with 8 days rations there was a regiment of
rebels come in our lines a couple days ago and give themselves up they Say their whole
force is advancing with 15 days rations I thing it is a lie they Still keep picking
at the Rail road between this and Louisvill and Robing the trains and destroying the
mailes evry few days we got paid . again I will put five Dollars in this letter as
there is so many letters lost I wont Send much at one time I will write in a day or
two again the weather is nice and warm here now the woods is green we have lots of
Sutter Stores in camp here evry thing is high butter 75 cents per pound eggs 60 cts
per doz the citizens in the reble lines is nearly Starving to death they are allowed
bnly }s pound of corn meal a day and one pound of meat a week the army the Same the
meat is mule meat I could tell you of lots of things that I know to be true but you
would hardly believe it any way the people in the North think that times is getting
hard they know nothing about it
If Catharine Decker is about there yet tell her that I have a chat with Mr David Miller
Nearly evry day he belongs to the 65 Ohio Vol I got acquainted with him last Summer
he comes to See us evry few days the old Pennsylvania boys allways likes to get
together I dont know wether you know him-or not he is Hohn Miller's Son that was in
the carding machine on Licking Creek but kate will know all about him as he used to be
her old Beau Harvy Sipes is here all of our boys is well I will close for the present
for it is time to go to work Isaiah Decker

to Peter Decker

Comp F 77 Regt PV,

2nd Division

Murfreesboro Tenn
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TRANSCRIPT OF LETTER WRITTEN FROM ISAIAH DECKER TO HIS FATHER,

PETER DECKER DURING THE CIVIL WAR,

Camp Drake Murfreesboro Tenn. June 6th 1863

Dear father & Mother I 6nce more Seat myself to reply to A letter
which came to hand this afternoon from you the Sad and Sorrowful
news it brought to me was allmost More than I could Stand to hear

of parting my Dear Sisters and Brother never to meet them in this
world again but in heaven I hope I may meet them where parting of
friends will be no more I will let you know that I am Blessed with
good health at present for which I am very thankful for health is
one of the choisest Blefsings that can be bestowed on man I have
nothing Strange to tell you we are 3till working on Our forts here
we are under Marching Ofders we have had Some little fighting on

our front the Rebles is advancing in Smal forces and dashing on our
pickets I will not write any more this time you will have to excuse
my bad writing for this time answer if you pleas let it be ever so
Short for you do not know how anxious I am to hear from home My love
to you and Mother and all whom may inquire So no more Still Remaining

your Son until Death

ISaiah Decker

Peter Decker
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TRANSCRIPT OF LETTER WRITTEN BY ISAIAH DECKER TO HIS FATHER, PETER DECKER,
DURING THE CIVIL WAR

Camp at Tullahoma Tenn July 5th 1863

Dear father I Seat myself this afternoon to drop you a few lines I Received yours
of the 20th a day or two ago and was glad to hear from you I am well and hoping these
few lines may find you well I have no accomodations for writing I do not Expect you
can read it but I will do the best I can I will let you know that we have been
marching and fighting Some Since I last wrote we left Murfreesboro on the 24 of June
and marched to Liberty Gap and about ten miles and the 25 in the afternoon we met
Some of the Arkansas boys and had a Severe fight with them and drove them out we lost
a good many men of our Regt our loss in the Regt 4 killed and 30 wounded Some Seriously
but we made them get up and leave there was 2 killed of our company the names of them
it is hardly necessary to give George Woy and Peter Giffen and 4 wounded we have got
as far as Tullahoma now but the advance is Still moving on we are Expecting to Start
on at any time we have been fighting more or less Evry day Since we Started they had
Some heavy fortifications here but they did not Stand much of a fight we have got
them on the retreat toward Chattenooga we have taken a good many prisoners it has
Rained Evry day for the last two weeks the roads is so bad that we can hardly get
through the mud we have got midling hard times now we have to picket Evry other day and
forage in the bargain and march Some nights all night but as long as we can give the
rebs thunder I am sadisfied to push ahead We are looking for the train from
Murfreesboro this Evening all of our boys is well John Keebaugh is back at Murfreesboro
in the Bakery I will Soon close for this time maybe the Rebs will capture it any way
my corespondents need not look for much news from me for Some time now for our kmapsacks
was Sent back to Murfreesboro and we have no way of carrying paper along but I have
no fears but we will be Successful here write as soon as this comes to hand and let
me know how you are getting along and I will try and do better the next time I write
I think they will rout the rebs out of Penn? shortly Since they have got a mnew
commander I will close for this time give my best respects to all whom may inquire
Still remaining
your Son until
Death
Isaiah Decker

Peter Decker
Co F 77 Regt P2 Vol

2nd Division
20th A C

Tullahoma Tenn
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TRANSCRIPT OF LETTER WRITTEN FROM ISATAH DECKER TO HIS FATHER, PETER DECKER,
DURING THE CIVIL WAR

Camp Ventrebra  Bellefonte Ala Aug 27th 1863

Dear father & Mother

I Seat myself this afternoon to answer your kind letter which come
to hand last Evening which found me in good health I have not much to write but as
the boys was nearly all gone out on picket and I have got my duty all done for to day
which was putting up Shades over our tents and poliecing the Streets and Some other
little notions I thought I would answer your letter for pass tine the ballance part
of the day it is our motto for duty always before pleasure here and Receiving &
Sending letters from and too our friends and acquaintances at home is one of the
greatest pleasures a Soldier Enjoys Well I must tell you that that we have had Enother
long and midling hard march Since I last wrote to you we left Tullahoma on the 16th
and landed here on the 2lst the distance being 80 miles we come through the valleys
and over the Cumberland mountains one of the mountains was 14 miles across they had
a gay 01d time getting the trains over we was not troubled much with the grey backs
this march we Seen and caught a few bush whackers we are camped One mile off the Tenn
river the Rebles Stand picket on the Other Side and our men on this Bragg is Supposed
to be in Chattenooga I heard to day that Some of our men was Shelling the Town from
this Side I can not tell wether they are or not as we are considerable distance Down
the river but I think we will Soon be:ready to cross and they will have to get back
Shure it was a Sight to See the Corn that is now growing in the. country that we passed
through this last march in Ala and Tenn and Peaches the Peaches and corn was and is
now in first class condition you would better believe we had a good 01d time Rallying
on the Peach Orchards & corn fields and Potatoes Patches the news come in camp last
night that Fort Wagoner and Sumpter had Surrendered the news is good on our Side
now I think we can do our Share out here if the Eastern Army can get through there and
it will not be long till we bring the Confederacy down never to rise any more I
Sent that Record of our company you Spoke about the likeness I was mistaken in the
time I only Sent the one in April Excuse my bad writing

Isaiah Decker
Peter Decker
Co F 77 Regt Pa Vol
2 Division

Bellfont Ala



\\

égxw\sﬁ\.ﬁ\
§§§\Q

l\v&!&\ IR T _§
\éﬁw&ﬁ%@ Py %

3@@%

:.wswéuﬁ\ 777 %\%N v\Q Q “M\

?\\&\\ Qg\w \X&'I.Qx%“

) ForrUL \%\N\N\\ \N@\\Sﬁ\ r

ey g s \ \@\\ m%\wxx \_ww\\\j §«\\§\S 6 § g
ﬁéx\qus@w\wﬁ\ Q\E\%@g Sy

Mwuﬁ NW“ iN 2222 &M‘Nu&ﬁw

Fary s __

W G

L i/ \\c%\\

T xﬁs Ll \

q&ug\w,\ %§
7Y P m@\ _ %&\\%\\%u\k\%ﬁ%

3 Eﬁ 71207

V29 V7428 \\\s\ \ _ n\ﬁ\q Nﬁ@@

Y ol

g 4
va §§§_

| 2y I g0 Ty Lory 07U |
Lo B §R Q@Q\QN\\Q
i @“W-,\%&%\\\m

._. 2 2722 J7% 7 .
L el % b MSN ks N@ ..

Ty 7 LY é% _M

1 ..L!.!l.. ...., J i |
b X *______ k' _

7. ) |



i \N%\mk‘kkh\kw.\m&m\._ \@r\ﬁ N\\NR_ .m\ﬂ %u\mm*w\ ﬁ ﬁw\ § \E\wﬂg ceio § .
A prasdids” fhasienss @ FGDin | T e \% B Ste 7 Gore
Loy Il 2 %&&\J\&N\? Tt gt LT e s

4

vvw\\m\lN, L2 \\N\M_wm& Nmr\u Bl itvs \W.Mﬁ B o By B e o e .
Pzzal \K&N\@ A\&\%\Nﬂ\ B pids .

7 B : s
Sveese Fe Acver \\\\Q\ 7 ik .\\ﬁwi\v@g

i |§%\\§%\ 7z &.&! ,k\kxl . \%\%m | (o ges N\M& &AE o comid @
. §§\§ Iz = M Ghi L S Wi o WL & e
P ae .%\WM\%\\“\R\&\ &.Q\@v}“ﬂ %&ga\\% ‘12z §§ §m

_ \N\Mw&% \ A\wﬁm\.\ im%&ﬁ\@n L8 e\ e Ae. lo Crocs A &.\T\wwm
S \ _

A Bi allsgo fAred Over. dseos ior h : “#ra el

§; §§\§.§\ \\N\Nv%v?\éwkw\m@k \\\\M F&\kl Loreel %W\N\b\h\r, Grrelf §

e DLe Prncstocin wites £4 &.vmm@_ \\NMJ rnoter Azl Zorse covs arwl
Zets N\W Gad 2 Ve Gt Lo G Mveer the forsd Tloh Coredliliin
\ \w @ NW“&\Q‘R\ Bper LoF cerd ! Appir  alirrc il \\&H@\w \x\,mu\,\um%m ALk |
Bt L iy gl ol \m\\i\ a  govel Lhod deer %&N_W \@Q |

§ \\N. \v\%\ oA NJ.&“ ek so /rz e %&.m\\mr Botonsnts Vo
_ Q\§ N&\ Y Yy A/ L&Fk\ R m)%m.& WY 4 B2 e |
§ Bty ,\\‘\\\ﬁ\\&w\ N\w&m\k& V22 N &.\J Ppecers  Corvive \\Mﬁ
§§ 7 2% oﬂawuﬁ deete B %\Y\v\m &\J\x@%ﬁi Y ¥ wrady
§ \&\HMN _. —~p2e i Frr &\N vrzer.  Azeol ;\ RELET
© Fee Qm\w&. 2l . Peer Heee I By § R&\S\\Sm‘\&@\ Y T

& \m\‘ Lt oo el N\w R%«MU TR \M &\ it Pter \ﬁWMMNm 2t
&N\w\&xf\ \&\K\Eﬁ. Nm}i@n\ # G P ccre Oare Ho s




